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Sears.swetland.fdn@gmail.com
Re:  The Sears-Swetland Family Foundation Education Grants 2013-2014
Dear Sir/Madam:
	This letter of intent is hereby submitted on behalf of William Cullen Bryant High School for The Sears-Swetland Family Foundation Education Grant 2013-2014 to support our yearly participation in the NYC Robotics Team Competition.  Our school’s mission and vision statement are provided below for your review:
Principal’s Vision
As we embark on our “Relentless Quest for Excellence.”  It is my vision that we work collaboratively in a warm, safe teaching and learning environment to provide personalized, targeted support for ALL students to reach their highest potential.  Each student will graduate with the academic and life skills necessary for college and career readiness for the 21st Century, be model citizens, and contribute to their community and the world at large.
Principal’s Mission
In our “Relentless Quest For Excellence”, we will provide ALL students personalized targeted support in a warm, supportive, safe teaching and learning environment so that they reach their highest potential.  Each student will be expected to master technology, think critically, problem solve, negotiate text and work collaboratively in small learning communities.  ALL students will graduate with the academic and life skills necessary for college and career readiness for the 21st Century, be model citizens, and contribute to their community and the world at large.
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We are proud to announce that we earned a “B” rating on the school’s Progress Report for 2013, however, we view ourselves as a “B” rated school on our way to an “A”.  Further information about William Cullen Bryant High School can be obtained by reviewing our Comprehensive Education Plan, Progress Reports, School Reports Cards and Quality Review Reports located at:
http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/30/Q445/AboutUs/Statistics/default.htm
Program Description:
	William Cullen Bryant High School is a 501-C3 non-profit organization seeking program support for our students to participate yearly in the NYC Robotics Competition.  
http://www.oit.nycenet.edu/experience/robotics/index.php
http://www.nycfirst.org/
http://www.nycfirst.org/programs/frc
More specifically, William Cullen Bryant High School’s Quest for Excellence includes an emphasis on college and job readiness by participating in the NYC Robotics Competition (http://www.nycfirst.org/) winning in the year 2012-2013.  In addition, we have participated in the Westinghouse Intel Competition, York College Math and Science Competition – 1st Place Juniors and 2nd Place Seniors in Biology, as well as winning the Torque Enterprise Competition, 1st Place in the Queens Business Plan Competition (7 Years in Row), Advertising Futures Contest sponsored by Adobe and Advertising Week in 2008, Mouse Squad Runner Up DIY Glory NYC Prize June 2013.   In addition, our school MOUSE Squad was awarded the best citywide computer squad of the year (2007-2008), and second place in the ThinkQuest NYC Website competition (2008-2009).  One of our Team Leaders (2008-2009) was accepted as an intern in the Constituent Affairs Office of then-Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton.  Further, our Mouse Squad was funded with technology (3-D printer) by Makerbot Corporaton.
According to our Comprehensive Education Plan, School Progress Report, Quality Review Assessment, our school would benefit greatly from the integration of technology.  According to U.S News & World Report article dated September 2013, “It is critical for students to have STEM skills….the pathway from education to employment…is for schools and employers to teach and train for the requisite technology of the future.”  The Bryant family understands the need for innovation and education to prepare students for the challenges of the 21st century global citizen.  Our data on improved graduation rates and increased student performance show our dedication to our “Quest for Excellence”.  Our school has received Title I funding for technology including ipads, laptops, projectors and smart boards to integrate technology in the classroom.  There are innumerable ways to enhance the teaching and learning process through the use of technology.  Sears’ funding will enable us to afford our students, teachers and administrators the “Tools” that are necessary to make our mission a reality.  After reviewing Sears current projects listed on your website, we feel that both our students, staff and administration were impressed by your company’s sense of social responsibility toward others, globalization efforts and emphasis on the future of American education.
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Short Description of Product Request:
While the program is partially funded by the Department of Education – City of New York, we do not have any additional outside donors to the program.  Our students do requisite fundraising for transportation costs through bakes sales, etc., however, we are in need of basic mechanics tools and a toolbox to complete the actual assembly of the robot submission.  More specifically, we are seeking a set of Craftsman 197 pc. Pro Mechanics Tool Set with a Craftsman 40" Wide 14-Drawer Quiet Glide™ Tool Cart - Red/Black to store the tools for future use.   
http://www.sears.com/craftsman-197pc-expansion-pro-mechanics-tool-set-module/p-00934197000P?PDP_REDIRECT=false
[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.sears.com/craftsman-40inch-wide-14-drawer-quiet-glide-trade/p-00913991000P?prdNo=4&blockNo=4&blockType=G4
This investment in our Robotics Program will enable students to continue to participate year-after-year in support of our education goals entitled STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).  Much like “Craftsman” tools which are guaranteed for a lifetime, Sears will be investing in the lifetime learners of the participatory democracy of the 21st century of tomorrow.  Further, we are currently in the process of seeking professional development funding for STEM, as well as integrating technology in the classrooms of our comprehensive high school.
In closing, we appreciate your efforts on behalf of our school and look forward to your continued support of our young people.  Bryant High School is a place where “Everyone Matters”, where collaboration is paramount and students are always first.  We welcome you with open arms and look forward to your contribution toward continued excellence at Bryant High School.  FOREVER BLUE AND GOLD! OWLS!  
									Sincerely,

									Ms. Namita Dwarka
									Principal




	



